Freestanding ambulatory surgery: cost-containment winner?
In many states, freestanding, ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) are being permitted to provide overnight, postoperative recovery and observation services. As a result, ASCs are now able to perform surgical procedures that were once the exclusive province of hospital-based outpatient surgery departments. As an analysis of data gathered in Florida and North Carolina illustrates, freestanding ASCs usually have lower charges than their hospital-based counterparts. This finding suggests that hospitals will have to take steps to control their ambulatory surgery costs if they want to compete successfully in the race for ambulatory surgery dollars.